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January 7, 2025 

Epiroc wins large order for autonomous surface mining 
equipment in Australia  
Stockholm, Sweden: Epiroc, a leading productivity and sustainability partner for the mining and 
construction industries, has won a large order from BHP for autonomous surface mining equipment to 
be used at an iron ore mine in Australia.  

BHP, one of the world’s largest mining companies, has ordered a fleet of Pit Viper 271 blasthole drill rigs that 
will be used at its Western Australia Iron Ore operations in the Pilbara region of Western Australia. The highly 
advanced machines will allow BHP operators to supervise the autonomous, driverless operation from its 
integrated remote operations center in Perth located more than 1,100 kilometers away.  

The equipment order is valued at around MUSD 18 (MSEK 200) and was booked in the fourth quarter 2024.  

“We value our long partnership with BHP and are happy to continue supporting them,” says Helena Hedblom, 
Epiroc’s President and CEO. 

“Our Pit Viper rigs have become synonymous with mining productivity and reliability, an extended machine 
life, and low total cost of ownership,” says Jose M Sanchez, President of Epiroc’s Surface division. “We are 
excited to continue supporting BHP’s important iron ore production.”  

Delivery of the equipment is expected to occur in the fourth quarter 2025.  

The order follows the recent renewal of a global frame agreement between Epiroc and BHP that involves 
Epiroc providing surface and underground equipment, parts and services to the mining company over several 
years.  

As part of the framework renewal, BHP during the third quarter 2024 placed another large order, this one for 
its Escondida copper mine in Chile. This order, for a fleet of autonomous Pit Viper 351 and Pit Viper 271 rigs, 
was valued at more than MUSD 30 (MSEK 305). Delivery of the equipment to Escondida is expected to begin 
in the fourth quarter 2025 and continue through the first quarter 2026.  

The autonomous Pit Viper 351 and Pit Viper 271 machines, manufactured in the United States, are built tough 
to boost productivity and efficiency over many years. The Pit Viper 271 rigs also come with Epiroc’s Automatic 
Bit Changer solution, which allows for drill bits to be changed with a single touch of a button, which saves time 
and strengthens safety.  

 
An Epiroc Pit Viper 271 blasthole surface drill rig 

 

http://www.epirocgroup.com/
https://www.bhp.com/what-we-do/global-locations/australia/western-australia
https://www.epiroc.com/en-us/products/drill-rigs/surface-blasthole-drill-rigs/pv-351
https://www.epiroc.com/en-us/products/drill-rigs/surface-blasthole-drill-rigs/pv-271
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For more information please contact:  
Ola Kinnander, Media Relations Manager 
+46 70 347 2455 
media@epiroc.com 

Epiroc is a global productivity partner for mining and construction customers, and accelerates the transformation toward a sustainable 
society. With ground-breaking technology, Epiroc develops and provides innovative and safe equipment, such as drill rigs, rock 
excavation and construction equipment and tools for surface and underground applications. The company also offers world-class service 
and other aftermarket support as well as solutions for automation, digitalization and electrification. Epiroc is based in Stockholm, Sweden, 
had revenues of more than SEK 60 billion in 2023, and has around 19 000 passionate employees supporting and collaborating with 
customers in around 150 countries. Learn more at www.epirocgroup.com. 
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